
Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program 
National Park Service



Officially designated in 1926 

Shortest all-weather highway linking Chicago to LA

2,400 miles long        
(85%  still drivable)

Strong connection
with the arts -
icon of Americana

Route 66



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

1985 – Route 66 decommissioned

1990 – Route 66 Corridor Special Resource Study Act

“Route 66 is of national historical significance 
as a symbol of our transportation history. The 
gas stations, cafes, and motels that define the 
corridor are important tangible links to this 
history, and the most representative and 
significant properties should be preserved.”



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

1999 – Congress passes Route 66 Corridor
Preservation Act

2001 – National Park Service Route 66 Corridor
Preservation Program established



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

“The Secretary (of Interior) shall assist in the preservation
of the Route 66 corridor in a manner that is consistent 
with the idiosyncratic nature of the Route 66 corridor”



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

Focused on preservation of transportation-related 
properties such as motels, gas stations, cafes, road 
segments, and cultural landscapes that existed during 
the period of significance between 1926 and 1970

Provides technical assistance and cost-share grants
for the most significant and representative historic 
resources along Route 66 

Works with partners in setting priorities for the 
preservation of historic resources



Individuals/property owners
Local governments
Route 66 Associations
Other nonprofit organizations
Educational institutions
Tribes
State Historic Preservation Offices
Departments of Transportation/FHWA
Environmental Protection Agency

Program Activities: 
Partnership Building



Program Activities:
Technical Assistance

John’s Modern Cabins

Doolittle, Missouri



Program Activities:Program Activities:
Clearinghouse



Workshops
Meetings
Conferences

Program Activities:
Educational Outreach



Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration

Motels

Program Activities:
Cost-Share Grant Program

Gas Stations

Cafes Neon



Challenges:
Reinvestment and Reuse

Santa Rosa, NM

Depew, OK



Challenges:
Reinvestment and Reuse

Shamrock, TX

Tulsa, OK



International Recognition:
World Monuments 2008 Site Watch List



Resources for Historic Preservation:
National Park Service

Resources:

Preservation Briefs: 
The Preservation and Reuse 
of Historic Gas Stations

www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/



79 projects funded to date

Resources for Historic Preservation: 
NPS Route 66 Cost-Share Grant Program

$1,220,329    NPS funds
$1,255,776    Match

$2,476,105    Total



Brick and mortar, planning, research,                          
interpretation, education

Anyone can apply 

1:1 cost-share match (cash or in-kind)

$5,000 - $50,000 

Applications accepted Jan-April

Resources for Historic PreservationResources for Historic Preservation: 
NPS Cost-Share Grant Program



On or within view of any Route 66 alignment

Must be in original location

Priority given to: 

Travel-related properties                                 
(gas stations, café’s, motels, trading posts)

Properties eligible for or listed on the        
National Register of Historic Places                           
(50 years or older)

Resources for Historic PreservationResources for Historic Preservation: 
NPS Cost-Share Grant Program



Brick and mortar projects must preserve or restore 
historic appearance of property

(i.e., must meet the Secretary of Interior Standards 
for Treatment of Historic Properties)

Resources for Historic PreservationResources for Historic Preservation: 
NPS Cost-Share Grant Program



Recipient: Private owner
Amount: $10,000 NPS, $10,000 match
Project: Roof repairs

NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66: 
Old Trails Garage - Kingman



Recipient: Hualapai Tribe
Amount: $28,000 NPS, $28,000 match
Project: Preservation Plan, structural repairs

NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66: 
Hualapai Fuel Station – Peach Springs



Recipient: Arizona Route 66 Association/ private owner
Amount: $9,268 NPS, $9,268 match
Project: Neon sign repair

NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66: 
Frontier Motel & Restaurant - Truxton



NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66: 
Joe and Aggies Café - Holbrook

Recipient: Private owner
Amount: $3,400 NPS, $3,400 match
Project: New roof, electrical work



Recipient: Private owner
Amount: $18,000 NPS, $18,000 match
Project: Neon sign repair, wigwam structural repairs, plumbing

NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66NPS Grants to Arizona Route 66: 
Wigwam Motel - Holbrook



Programs:

National Register of Historic Places
Nation’s list of places “Worthy of Preservation”
Honorific title

Tax incentives for rehabilitation work
Grants
Technical assistance with preservation projects

Contact: www.pr.state.az.us/partnerships/shpo

Resources for Historic Preservation:
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office

I went to 
the store 
for some



National Register of Historic Places:

Avantes Service Station
El Reno, Oklahoma

Jackson Conoco
El Reno, Oklahoma

Resources for Historic Preservation:
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office



National Register of Historic Places:

Budville Trading Post and Gas Station
Budville, New Mexico

Calumet Station
Calumet, Oklahoma

Resources for Historic Preservation:
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office



National Register of Historic Places:

Neptune Station
Clinton, Oklahoma

Hualapai Fuel Station
Hualapai Reservation, Arizona

Resources for Historic Preservation:
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office



Resources for Historic Preservation:
National Park Service

Resources:

Preserving Route 66 – 
Directory of Financial and 
Technical Assistance

www.cr.nps.gov/rt66/pubs



Resources:
Environmental Protection Agency

Holbrook, AZ



Resources:
Department of Commerce

Programs:  

Grant funds and loans for: 
revitalization plan development, workshops, seminars
development of tourism strategies
employee training, equipment, business expansion
infrastructure improvement, housing, 

community facility development

Block grants for developing community capacity

Contact: www.azcommerce.com

I went to 
the store 
for some



Resources:
US Small Business Administration

Programs:

Business loans, loan guarantees and disaster loans
Free counseling on starting a business

Contact: www.sba.gov

I went to 
the store 
for some



I went to 
the store 
for some

Resources:
Department of Commerce & 
US Small Business Admin.

Albuquerque, New Mexico



Resources:
US Department of Agriculture

Rural Development Program (pop. less than 50,000)
Grants between $50,000-$300,000
Private, nonprofit and public organizations

Business Programs
Contact: www.rurdev.usda.gov

Kingman office: 928-753-6181



Resources:
US Department of Agriculture

Williams, Arizona



Historic Preservation (5%)
Rehab. of transportation related historic buildings (12%)
Acquisition of historic sites and easements (3%)
Scenic or historic highway programs (5%)

(including tourist or welcome centers)
Establishment of Transportation Museums (1%)
Pedestrian and bicycle trails (45%)

Provides states and communities a dedicated source of 
funding to address transportation-related environmental and 
quality of life issues

Resources:
Transportation Enhancements Program

I went to 
the store 
for some

http://www.byways.org/offsite?url=http://www.fhwa.dot.gov


Resources:
Transportation Enhancements Program

Projects/properties must be transportation-related

Requests:
$250,000 to 1 million 

Match: 80% Federal, 20% State and local match

Eligible recipients:
Nonprofits, local, state, tribal and federal governments

Contact: 
www.azdot.gov/highways/swprojmgmt/enhancement

I went to 
the store 
for some

http://www.byways.org/offsite?url=http://www.fhwa.dot.gov


I went to 
the store 
for some

Resources:
Transportation Enhancements Program

Conoco Station
Shamrock, Texas

http://www.byways.org/offsite?url=http://www.fhwa.dot.gov


I went to 
the store 
for some

Resources:
Transportation Enhancements Program

Power House
Kingman, Arizona

http://www.byways.org/offsite?url=http://www.fhwa.dot.gov


I went to 
the store 
for some

Resources:
Transportation Enhancements Program

La Posada Hotel
Winslow, Arizona

http://www.byways.org/offsite?url=http://www.fhwa.dot.gov


Resources:
Arizona Route 66 National Scenic Byway

State and Tribal program development
Corridor Management Plans and implementation 
Safety improvements
Byway facilities
Access to recreation 
Resource protection (acquisition, restoration, etc.)
Interpretive Information 
Marketing

America’s Byways Program:
To provide states and communities technical and financial 
assistance to help preserve America’s scenic roads and to 
promote tourism and economic development.

I went to 
the store 
for some



I went to 
the store 
for some

Eligible applicants:
- Anyone (in coordination with Byway Leader and   

affected Byway communities)

Must address Management Plan priorities

Must benefit Byway traveler's experience

Must build or strengthen Byway organization 

Requests: Vary by state

Match requirements: 80% Federal, 20% State and local 
match

Resources:
Arizona Route 66 National Scenic Byway



Funding to date:

$112,000 (1995) - Route 66 Corridor Management Planning
$  60,000 (1996) - Route 66 Corridor Management Planning
$  20,000 (2006) - Route 66 Corridor Management Plan Implementation
$  20,000 (2007) - Route 66 Corridor Management Plan Implementation
$212,000 Total

I went to 
the store 
for some

Contact:
Kathie Knapp 
Arizona Scenic Byways
Arizona Department of Transportation
1800 S. Milton Dr.
Flagstaff, AZ 86001
Phone: 928-779-7595
Website: www.bywaysonline.org/grants

Resources:
Arizona Route 66 National Scenic Byway



Partnership Successes:
Ambler’s Texaco Station – Dwight, Illinois

Before

After

PARTNERS:
NPS
EPA
Village of Dwight
Route 66 Association



Partnership Successes:
Standard Oil Station – Odell, Illinois

Before

After

PARTNERS:
NPS
Hampton Inns Corporation
Village of Odell
Route 66 Association



Partnership Successes:
Magnolia Station – Vega, Texas

Before

After

PARTNERS:
NPS
FHWA/DOT
Oldham County Chamber of Commerce
City of Vega



Partnership Successes:
Vickery Phillips – Tulsa, Oklahoma

PARTNERS:
NPS
EPA
Private owner
Avis Rental Car

Before

After



Partnership Successes:
Chevron Station – Amarillo, Texas

PARTNERS:
NPS
Private owner

Business Office



Partnership Successes:
Hualapai Fueling Station – Peach Springs, AZ

PARTNERS:
Hualapai Tribe
NPS
EPA

Multiuse:
Fuel 
Artist Workshop
Art and Craft sales



Partnership Successes:
Seaba Station – Warwick, Oklahoma

PARTNERS:
NPS
Private owner

Antique Shop



Partnership Successes:
Soulsby Station – Mt. Olive, Illinois

PARTNERS:
Private owner
Soulsby Preservation Society
NPS

Visitor stop



Winslow

Truxton

Cool Springs – Sitgreaves Pass

Peach Springs

Other Initiatives - Arizona Route 66



Other Initiatives - Arizona Route 66

Williams

Flagstaff

Ash Fork Kingman



Winslow Twin Arrows

Truxton

Opportunities - Arizona Route 66



Peach Springs

Seligman

Bellemont

Opportunities - Arizona Route 66



Thank You

Kaisa Barthuli

Deputy Program Manager

Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

National Park Service

kaisa_barthuli@nps.gov

505-988-6701

www.nps.gov/history/rt66

mailto:kaisa_barthuli@nps.gov
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